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26 February, 2009 

Hendo and Rudd must open their minds to close the gap 

 

AMSANT has called for a national Aboriginal health authority to be created to ensure the large new COAG 

investment is not wasted and the existing primary health care system is re!oriented towards Aboriginal 

community!controlled health. 

The AMSANT Board met in Darwin today and said that this was the approach that had been instrumental in 

‘Closing the Gap’ on life expectancy among Indigenous peoples in other countries like New Zealand, Canada 

and the United States. 

The AMSANT Chair, Stephanie Bell, said that both the Territory and Commonwealth governments needed to 

work in genuine partnership with Aboriginal health services to ensure that the opportunities that now exist in 

Aboriginal health are not squandered. 

“The NT Chief Minister and the Prime Minister appear to be personally committed to ‘closing the gap’ and we 

acknowledge that COAG have recently made the largest single funding commitment in the nation’s history for 

Aboriginal health,” she said. 

“But we need to ensure that there is a sustained investment in Aboriginal community controlled primary 

health care and not an assortment of selected programs for specific diseases, body parts or age cohorts.” 

 

Ms Bell said that both governments were impeded by poor coordination, a bureaucratic maze, service 

duplication and a lack of strategic vision on the centrality of Aboriginal primary health care (PHC) services. 

“We are concerned that COAG are not listening to the concerns of Aboriginal people and their health services 

which will lead to much!needed funds being spent on the wrong things,” she said. 

“The COAG funds need to be committed in accordance with the National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

Strategic framework – we cannot afford to re!invent the wheel. The gap is now closing in the NT and we need 

to further pursue the PHC reform agenda which we know is working in the NT. 

“AMSANT is deeply engaged in the health aspects of the NT intervention, so we’re not just chucking rocks 

from the sidelines—we again call for Canberra to take over the sole funding of Aboriginal PHC and to 

implement a needs!based funding program, to get rid of the systemic inefficiencies that are holding us back.” 

 

Ms Bell says that both the Chief Minister and the Prime Minister would need to open their minds and break 

with tradition, to give full responsibility for Aboriginal health to Canberra through the establishment of a new 

national Aboriginal health authority. 

“AMSANT met with the NT Health Minister this week and admire his focus and enthusiasm; yet with all the 

will in the world we’ll never ‘close the gap’ unless the funding, policy design and administration of Aboriginal 

PHC is driven solely by a National Aboriginal Health Authority.” 

Interviews/information: Stephanie Bell, AMSANT Chair 0417.806.062, Peter Bonner, AMSANT Media, 

0407.000.592. 

  


